116___________________Sri Raghavendra

'Gururaja, I came to have darshan of your
Brindavana, but what type of extraordinary darshans I
was blessed with! Aha, Aha!' vented Vijayadasa and
spontaneously started composing and rendering
kirtanas in praise of God.

Sri Vijayadasa's songs are only a continuation of
Purandaradasa's compositions. What had been left
behind by the latter had been taken up and completed by
Vijayadasa.

Just as Purandaradasa's compositions are not
available in entirety, but only in a small number, so too
about one thousand hymns of Vijayadasa only have
been retrieved.

The experience of Vijayadasa reveals not only the
greatness of Mantralaya and its Divine influence, but
also the reason for thousands of devotees thronging
there daily. It also portrays the magnetic influence that
Sri Raghavendra's tapas spreads out from the
Brindavan, in which he is a live force to this day.

Sri Vijayadasa has proved to the world that those
with steadfast belief and unflagging devotion can have
darshan of Sri Raghavendra sitting alive in his
Brindavan, even to this day.

Without education in his early days, Vijayadasa was
the object of ridicule and derision by others, but
becomes an erudite person through the blessings of
Purandaradasa (who had the grace of Sri Vyafiaraja);

later, he acquires spiritual wisdom and mental vision
through the blessings of the great saint of Mantralaya. If